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3.2 Currency

The currency in Japan is Yen. Recently, 1 US § ~ 1 EUR ~ 135-140 Yen. You get
better exchange rates (in both ways) in Japan than in foreign countries. (You can check
it by comparing the difference between selling and buying rates.)

3.3 Tipping

Tipping is uncommon in Japan. There is no need to leave tips at restaurants, bars,
coffee shops, to taxi drivers, or on the bed side. Just pay the amount presented to you.

3.4 AC power

The AC power in Japan carries 100 V at 60 Hz in the western part of Japan including
Osaka. The AC outlets (Fig. 1) accept two 6-mm-wide and 17-mm-long parallel blades
separated by 12 mm, the same pair of blades as in the US. Bring your favorite AC plug
adapter. Most of the AC outlets do not have a hole for the third pin for ground, so you
may need a 3-pin — 2-pin adapter as shown in Fig. 2.

Figure 1: Common AC Figure 2: 3-pin to 2-pin
outlets in Japan. adapter.
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3.6 Using Trains, Subways, and Monorails

At train/subway/monorail stations, platforms and the outside area are separated by

gates. A ticket or an IC card is required to pass through the gates; at the origin when
you enter the platform area, and at the destination when you leave the platform area.

3.7 Get ICOCA IC card

For moving around Osaka area, we highly recommend you to use “ICOCA” IC card
shown in Fig. 4. You only have to touch a sensor at the station gates with the card.
You can buy an ICOCA IC card from ticket vending machines in most stations of
many railway companies, including JR, Nankai, Osaka Metro, Kita-Osaka Kyuko, Osaka
Monorail, and Hankyu. The card costs 3000 Yen including 500 Yen of deposit fee. You
can charge the card at ticket vending machines in units of 1000 Yen. You can use the card
for busses, and train companies across Japan, and for purchases at convenient stores.
At the end of your stay, you can get back the remaining amount — 220 Yen handling
charge 4+ 500 Yen deposit by returning the card to ticket counters at major stations (it
should belong to the same company as the one you purchased the card, though), or buy
something at convenience stores, or keep it for your next visit.

Figure 4: ICOCA IC card

3.8 Still want to buy a ticket everytime?

If you do not use ICOCA IC card, you have to purchase a ticket every time you enter
the platform area. Find your destination on the map displayed above vending machines
to find the amount, and purchase a ticket for that amount. Vending machines accept
1000 Yen notes, and some accept 10000 Yen notes.

16
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3.10 Bathroom and bidet seat

Toilet seats in most hotels and even many public bathrooms are equipped with a small
shower to wash bottom after wiping. Use toilet paper to wipe off remaining water. Just
drain toilet papers.

17



5 Conference Venue and Toyonaka Campus

5.1 Conference Venue

The conference will be held at Nambu Hall (marked in the next map) in Osaka University
Toyonaka Campus. Note that there are three campuses, Toyonaka, Suita, and Minoh.
Should you take a taxi, make sure that you are going to the TO-YO-NA-KA Campus.

5.2 Access to the Conference Venue

5.2.1 From Umeda, Shin-Osaka, Esaka on Osaka Metro Midosuji Line

1. Take Osaka Metro Midosuji Line (red line) (which changes to Kita Osaka Kyuko
Line from Esaka) bound for Senri-Chuo (T-HH9%).

2. At Senri-Chuo, before walking upstairs, walk on the platform all the way to
the South Exit/Gate, and then take an escalator up to the gate.

3. Follow the signs for Osaka Monorail (K€ / L —)V) and walk up 2 stories, walk
south straight for 140 m to the Osaka Monorail Senri-Chuo station. (There is
McDonald’s on the way.)

ARRE/ L=

b OSAKA MONORAIL

4. Follow the instructions in the Section 5.2.2

5.2.2 From Senri-Chuo

1. Enter the gate at Osaka Monorail Senri-Chuo station. From Platform 2, take a
monorail bound for Osaka Airport.

2. Get off at the second stop, Shibahara Handai-mae (#13).

3. Follow the instructions in Section 5.2.5.

18
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10 Survival Japanese

10.1 Useful Expressions (These are all you need to know!)

Thank you.
Thanks.

Excuse me.
Hello.
Toilet

Where is ... 7

beer
..., please

Arigato [ah-ri-gah-toe]

Doumo [Dough-moh]

Usually, this is good enough to thank waiter/waitress and shop
attendants. This literally means “very much”, a part of Doumo
Arigato for “Thank you very much”.

Sumimasen [Sue-me-mah-sen|

Just as in English, you can use this to draw attention or to apol-
ogize somebody.

Kon-nichiwa [Kon-nichi-wa]

Toilet [toy-le]

Pronouncing toilet in English is good enough.

. wa doko desuka? |[... wa dough-ko des-ka?]
Example: Toilet wa doko desuka?
[bee-ru]

..., onegai shimasu [Oh-nay-guy she-mass|

This is a very useful and polite expression. For example, if you
want to buy something at a shop, just point to it and say “Onegai
Shimasu.” If you want to go to XXX Hotel by taxi, just say “XXX
Hotel, onegai shimasu.” If you want beer, just say “Bee-ru, onegai
shimasu.”

25



Hotel, onegai shimasu.” If you want beer, just say “Bee-ru, onegai
shimasu.”

10.2 Numbers in Kanji (Chinese characters)

Sometimes, menus are written vertically, and in that case, the price may be written
vertically in Kanji.

O — = =MW HxH N B/ H
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Yen

Example: /\ = 850 Yen
1L
O
]

10.3 Signs in Kanji

JEH 1] Emergency Exit
HIE Exit
FA L. PYEMPT Restroom
Hh Mk Subway
£/ L —J) Monorail
AfEAT < A7 nonwoven fabric mask

28



10.4 Special Diet

Just point to a line below.

[ am a vegetarian. I BERETT,
Does this contain meat? Z3UZHIZA S TFE T2,

beef / pork / chicken T KA ) IR

T U
&

Does this contain fish?  Z#UZfHIZ A>T FE T2,

Does this contain egg?  ZFUIINIA > TE 9D,

Does this contain milk? Z3UUZ3IILZIFASTE I D,
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