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In the past, my research was largely guided by my supervisor,
who would define the general research direction while | focused
on specific areas.

Whenever we needed collaboration or support from other groups
or divisions, my advisor would always take the lead in
communication.

However, during this exchange program, | found myself actively
brainstorming and defining research directions together with a
diverse group of peers. When challenges appears, | was able to
communicate and resolve them efficiently on my own.
Developing this independence—both in defining research paths
and proactively collaborating with other researchers—has made
me feel much more mature and capable as an

independent researcher.
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First, | gained deep insights into different research environment
and realized just how much work cultures and methodologies
can vary across institutions. This experience resulted me to
reflect on my own research

habits. | learned that it is not enough to just focus myself in my
current research topics. Regular interaction with others is crucial,
as it often inspires new ideas. Furthermore, regarding research
collaboration, | learned the importance of standing my ground on
critical aspects while compromising on non-critical ones under
various constraints. Discerning between the two is an invaluable
skill that

requires time and practice, and such experience gave me a solid
start for a researcher.



